EAST ASIAN STUDIES UNDERGRADUATE COURSE LIST
FOR 2018-2019

CEAS Provisional Course Listing as of August 23rd, 2018

Some of the information contained here may have changed since the time of publication. Always check with the
department under which the course is listed, or on Yale University Course Search found at
https://courses.yale.edu/ to see whether the courses you are interested in are still being offered and that the times
have not changed.

Courses not listed here may also apply to the major with permission of the DUS. The final paper in the course
must be on East Asia. Please contact the DUS or Registrar if you have questions.

Please note that course numbers listed with an "a" are offered in the 2018 fall term and those with a "b" are
offered in the 2019 spring term. Courses with a ** satisfy the pre-modern requirement for the East Asian Studies
major.

ANTHROPOLOGY

ANTH 170a/EAST 170a Chinese Culture, Society, and History Caroline Merrifield
T,Th 10.30-11.20

Anthropological explorations of basic institutions in traditional and contemporary Chinese society. Topics include kinship

and marriage, religion and ritual, economy and social stratification, state culture, socialist revolution, and market reform.

ANTH 254a Japan: Culture, Society, Modernity Sarah LeBaron von Baeyer
T,Th 1.00-2.15

Introduction to Japanese society and culture. The historical development of Japanese society; family, work, and education

in contemporary Japan; Japanese aesthetics; and psychological, sociological, and cultural interpretations of Japanese

behavior.

ANTH 304b Transnational Migration and East Asia Sarah LeBaron von Baeyer
T 1.30-3.20

Exploration of key anthropological and sociological approaches to transnational migration to/from East Asia in the current

era of intensified globalization. Consideration of: migration within, and to East Asia, including labor migration to South

Korea and African Pentecostal migration to China; ethnic communities in Japan such as the Koreans and recent migrant

arrivals such as the Filipinos, Nepalese, and Brazilians; and current global migrations from/out of East Asia, including

Chinese migrants in both South Africa and Brazil and Koreans in the United States. Permission required.

ANTH 362b** Unity and Diversity in Chinese Culture Helen Siu
M 1.30-3.20

An exploration of the Chinese identity as it has been reworked over the centuries. Major works in Chinese anthropology and

their intellectual connections with general anthropology and historical studies. Topics include kinship and marriage,

marketing systems, rituals and popular religion, ethnicity and state making, and the cultural nexus of power.


https://courses.yale.edu/

ANTH 397b/ARCG 397b** Archaeology of East Asia Anne Underhill
T9.25-11.15

Introduction to the findings and practice of archacology in China, Japan, Korea, and southeast Asia. Methods used by

archaeologists to interpret social organization, economic organization, and ritual life. Attention to major transformations

such as the initial peopling of an area, establishment of farming villages, the development of cities, interregional interactions,

and the nature of political authority.

ANTH 405b/EAST 403b/ Digital China: Using Computational Methods to Illuminate Society, Politics,
SOCY 309b Culture, and History
W 3.30-5.20 Charles Chang

In the humanities and social sciences, those who study China face a vast volume of disparate information that ranges from
historical archives and maps to the news and social media posts of our time. Such abundance and variety of data can seem
daunting, quite beyond an individual’s capacity to digest, and yet, with appropriate concepts and methods, the data can be
accessed and sorted out in such a way as to allow the researcher to address questions, hitherto neglected or insufficiently
analyzed, in Chinese history, politics, society, and culture. The course has two components: seminar and workshop. In the
seminar, we discuss the ideas and concepts behind the collection of data, which could be temporal, spatial, or textual; this
is followed by an introduction to network analysis and visualization. In the workshop, students gain hands-on experience
in the full actualization of a project. Note that although the course’s title is “Digital China,” its ideas and methods are
applicable to other non-Western countries. Students whose research interest lies in, Southeast Asia, Central Asia, or Africa
are welcome. Permission required.

ANTH 414b/EAST 417b Hubs, Mobilities, and World Cities Helen Siu
T 1.30-3.20

Analysis of urban life in historical and contemporary societies. Topics include capitalist and postmodern transformations;

class, gender, ethnicity, and migration; and global landscapes of power and citizenship. Permission required. This course meets

during reading period.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDIES

ARCG 397b/ANTH 397b** Archaeology of East Asia Anne Underhill
T9.25-11.15

Introduction to the findings and practice of archaeology in China, Japan, Korea, and southeast Asia. Methods used by

archaeologists to interpret social organization, economic organization, and ritual life. Attention to major transformations

such as the initial peopling of an area, establishment of farming villages, the development of cities, interregional interactions,

and the nature of political authority.

EAST ASIAN LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES

EALL 200a/CHNS 200a/ The Chinese Tradition Tina Lu, Yongtao Zhang
HUMS 270a**
MW 10.30-11.20

An introduction to the literature, culture, and thought of premodern China, from the beginnings of the written record to
the turn of the twentieth century. Close study of textual and visual primary sources, with attention to their historical and
cultural backdrops. Students enrolled in CHNS 200 join a weekly Mandarin-language discussion section. No knowledge of Chinese
required for students enrolled in EALL 200. Students enrolled in CHNS 200 must have L5 proficiency in Mandarin or permission
of the course instructor.

EALL 206b/HSAR 206b/ Japan's Classics in Text and Image Edward Kamens, Mimi Yiengpruksawan
LITR 175b**

T,Th 11.35-12.50
An introduction to the Japanese classics (poetry, narrative fiction, drama) in their manifestations in multiple media,
especially in the visual and material realm. Special reference to and engagement with a simultaneous Yale University Art



Gallery installation of rare books, paintings, and other works of art from Japan. No knowledge of Japanese required. Formerly
JAPN 200.

EALL 211a/LITR 174a/ Women and Literature in Traditional China Kang-I Sun Chang
WGSS 405a**
T,Th 1.00-2.15

A study of major women writers in traditional China, as well as representations of women by male authors. The power of
women's writing; women and material culture; women in exile; courtesans; Taoist and Buddhist nuns; widow poets; cross-
dressing women; the female body and its metaphors; footbinding; notions of love and death; the aesthetics of illness;
women and revolution; poetry clubs; the function of memory in women's literature; problems of gender and genre. All
readings in translation; no knowledge of Chinese required. Some Chinese texts provided for students who read Chinese. Formerly
CHNS 201.

EALL 230a/HUMS 269a** Poetry and Ethics Amidst Imperial Collapse Lucas Bender
M 1.30-3.20

Du Fu has for the last millennium been considered China’s greatest poet. Close study of nearly one-sixth of his complete

works, contextualized by selections from the tradition that defined the art in his age. Exploration of the roles literature plays

in interpreting human lives and the ways different traditional forms shape different ethical orientation. Poetry as a vehicle

for moral reflection. All readings are in English. Permission required.

EALL 233b/HSAR 417b** History of Chinese Imperial Parks and Private Gardens Pauline Lin
W9.25-11.15

Study of notable parks and private gardens of China, spanning from the 2nd century BCE to contemporary China. Themes

include the history, politics, and economics surrounding construction of parks; garden designs and planning; cultural

representations of the garden; and modern reinterpreted landscapes. Some sessions meet in the Yale University Art Gallery.

No previous knowledge of Chinese language is necessary. Students previously enrolled in EALL 050 may not take this course for credit.

EALL 252a/FILM 446a/ Japanese Cinema before 1960 Aaron Gerow
LITR 384a

MW 1.00-2.15, Screenings T 7.00-8.00 PM
The history of Japanese cinema to 1960, including the social, cultural, and industrial backgrounds to its development.
Periods covered include the silent era, the coming of sound and the wartime period, the occupation era, the golden age of
the 1950s, and the new modernism of the late 1950s. No knowledge of Japanese required. Formerly JAPN 270. Permission
required.

EALL 255b Japanese Modernism Seth Jacobowitz
MW 1.00-2.15

Japanese literature and art from the 1920s through the 1940s. The avant-garde and mass culture; popular genre fiction;

the advent of new media technologies and techniques; effects of Japanese imperialism, militarism, and fascism on cultural

production; experimental writers and artists and their resistance to, or complicity with, the state.

EALL 256b/EAST 358b/ China in the World Jing Tsu
GLBL 251b/HUMS 272b/LITR 265b

MW 1.00-2.15
Recent headlines about China in the world, deciphered in both modern and historical contexts. Interpretation of new events
and diverse texts through transnational connections. Topics include China and Africa, Mandarinization, labor and
migration, Chinese America, nationalism and humiliation, and art and counterfeit. Readings and discussion in English.

EALL 265b/LITR 251b Japanese Literature after 1970 Stephen Poland
T,Th 2.30-3.45

Study of Japanese literature published between 1970 and the present. Writers may include Murakami Ryu, Maruya Saiichi,

Shimada Masahiko, Nakagami Kenji, Yoshimoto Banana, Yamada Eimi, Murakami Haruki, and Medoruma Shun.

Enrollment limited to 20. No knowledge of Japanese required. Permission required.



EALL 280a/FILM 307a East Asian Martial Arts Film Aaron Gerow
T,Th 11.35-12.25, Screenings W 7.00-9.00 PM

The martial arts film has not only been a central genre for many East Asian cinemas, it has been the cinematic form that has
most defined those cinemas for others. Domestically, martial arts films have served to promote the nation, while on the
international arena, they have been one of the primary conduits of transnational cinematic interaction, as kung-fu or samurai
films have influenced films inside and outside East Asia, from The Matrix to Kill Bill. Martial arts cinema has become a
crucial means for thinking through such issues as nation, ethnicity, history, East vs. West, the body, gender, sexuality,
stardom, industry, spirituality, philosophy, and mediality, from modernity to postmodernity. It is thus not surprising that
martial arts films have also attracted some of the world’s best filmmakers, ranging from Kurosawa Akira to Wong Kar Wai.
This course focuses on films from Japan, China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, and South Korea—as well as on works from other
countries influenced by them —covering such martial arts genres such as the samurai film, kung-fu, karate, wuxia, and
related historical epics. It provides a historical survey of each nation and genre, while connecting them to other genres,
countries, and media.

EALL 286a/HUMS 290a/ The Modern Novel in Brazil and Japan Seth Jacobowitz
LITR 285a/PORT 360a
MW 4.00-5.15

Brazilian and Japanese novels fro|

Permission required.

Permission required.



